
 
 

 
 
    

July 2021                       Volume 13, Issue 7 

Ford’s Pond Community Park – Reflecting Our Future 
 

 
 

On a quiet, early summer morning, the clear blue sky is reflected 
in the still water of Ford’s Pond.  A cluster of lily pads float by 
while a lone fisherman casts a hopeful line into the pond.  Water 
fowl can be heard in the distance, the only sound drifting through 
the air.  There is a photograph of Ford’s Pond depicting a path 
leading towards the pond with the caption, “It doesn’t look that far 
– until you reach the other side.”  This would be an apt analogy for 
the long journey traveled on the path of restoration and reclamation 
that created the Ford’s Pond Community Park.  Out of a tangle of 
brambles and bureaucracy has emerged what will become the 
“Jewel in the Crown” for Sutherlin. 

sidewalks, utilities, security lighting, benches 
and designated parking lots will be completed. 
Installation of an inclusive playground, 
restroom facilities, picnic shelters, and paving 
the remaining perimeter path will complete the 
project by the end of 2022.  The creation of 
open spaces makes this a haven for bird 
watching, fishing, and a refuge for wildlife. 
 
“Parks are essential to neighborhoods, for the 
quality of life.  It will provide an opportunity 
to unplug and take a contemplative walk 
around the pond to nurture the soul.”  Jim 
Houseman 

mutual appreciation for the work that has been accomplished.  “If you do something, fully commit to it, do what has to 
be done.  Have the passion to make a difference.” Beth Houseman, Board Member. 
 
Friends of Ford’s Pond, a non-profit organization, in partnership with the City of Sutherlin, have raised more than $1.8 
million in grants and donations.  This has made it possible to develop a master plan for continued improvements and 
construction, to turn this 202 acre property into an oasis in the city.  This summer, paved walking paths free of debris, 

  

The idea to transform the pond began in the quintessential 
Oregonian way, (to paraphrase Ken Kesey from ‘Sometimes a Great 
Notion’) of “standing and staring” at the rain coming down.  This 
was how Jim Houseman (Friends of Ford’s Pond President) recalls 
his own moment of clarity looking at Ford’s Pond from his living 
room window.  It was a vision of a place that could become a 
destination for families, incorporating multiple activities and uses. 
Jim’s wife Beth, took this tidal surge of a concept to the City 
Council for approval and with that, in 2014 they formed The Friends 
of Ford’s Pond.  This is an all-volunteer group that has been 
deemed, the best ambassadors for the park-in-progress, who share a 

           
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An Honor to Serve 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Preparing for the Future 

A New Mayor to be Sworn-In 

between a great city council, staff and the public which 
is very special. The work will continue on track and you 
will see projects that have been ongoing come to 
completion.  
 
The reason I will be stepping down is based on a 
decision my wife and I made for our children. We 
purchased property outside of the city limits so that our 
girls could continue to pursue projects with their 
animals. As they get bigger so do the projects. Although 
we have always enjoyed where we lived and raised       
the kids, this is something we wanted to do with our 
girls. I will miss serving the city and I have held different 
titles over the years but the greatest title I have ever held 
is “Dad” and that is what it is all about.  
 
“My goal was to leave the city better than what I found 
and I believe I have done that.” Todd McKnight, Mayor 
of Sutherlin 
 
 

It has been my honor to serve 
as the Mayor of Sutherlin. I 
would like to thank the great 
people    of Sutherlin for your 
support throughout the 
years. As I look back at my 
time as mayor, I think about 
all that I have learned and        
everything that has been 
accomplished.  We have a 
team that has been formed 

 

The Sutherlin Office of 
Emergency Management has 
been the domain of Dennis 
Riggs and he has devoted his 
time to educating the residents 
of the city in emergency 
preparedness.  This is a 
program that he implemented 
and headed up as a volunteer 
with the sole purpose of 
insuring that his fellow 

    
    

 
To maintain the important work that has been 
established, the City of Sutherlin restructured the Office 
of Emergency Management and it will now be under the 
Sutherlin Fire Department.  This transition will be 
somewhat of a slow process, but we are planning for 
multiple new programs that would potentially increase 
out volunteer base.  This would allow us to complete 
additional outreach to the community.  The focus of the 
Emergency Management is a disaster education for the 
citizens and supporting the city staff in their response to 
large emergencies. 
 
Dennis is now preparing for his future and retired on May 
28, 2021.  We say goodbye to him with gratitude for a 
job well done.  “It has been a pleasure to have served you 
during these past three years and all will be remembered 
by me.  Be Prepared, hope for the best.”  Dennis Riggs 

for everyone remain the direction that newly appointed Mayor, Seth Vincent is committed to for the City of Sutherlin. 
 
In acknowledging the challenges in taking on this responsibility, the priority is establishing a balance between the two 
fold obligation to family and the role of Mayor.  In the end, Seth feels that it is a great example for his children in giving 
back and love for the community.  His swearing-in will take place on July 14, 2021 during the City Council meeting. 

At the Sutherlin City Council meeting held on June 14, 2021, it was announced that long 
time Mayor, Todd McKnight would be stepping down from his position.  The City Council 
then appointed Seth Vincent, currently serving his second term as a council member, to take 
on the mayoral role.  Like his predecessor, Mr. Vincent is invested in the community through 
family, as a businessman, and a shared vision for Sutherlin.  He previously did not have any 
aspirations to become the mayor, but when presented with the opportunity, it was one Seth 
felt he could pursue with the support of his family and colleagues.  He is grateful and 
appreciative for a City Council that works together to achieve the common goals that will 
best serve the citizens of Sutherlin.  He feels that his leadership style is one that embraces 
the open sharing of ideas which brings together diverse opinions in a cohesive manner.  The 
goals of continuing to bring new business, economic growth, and improve the quality of life 

  

community members would be better prepared for any 
emergency. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Get Ready for Fire Season! 
 

• Fire Season is in effect!  No open burning is allowed 
within the City of Sutherlin or Calapooia Fire 
District.  See DFPA’s website at www.dfpa.net for 
Public Use Restrictions. 
 

• Now is a great time to create defensible space 
around your home.  Additionally, protect your home 
from fire embers as it is the leading cause of 
structure fires that are secondary to wildland fires. 

 
Updates: 
 
 Sutherlin Fire Department received a Training 

Grant through Oregon Department of Public Safety 
& Standards which allows them to host multiple 
basic & advanced wildland firefighting classes this 
spring. 
 

 The new 2021 F-450 Brush Rig will be delivered 
and in service late this summer.  Stay tuned for 
pictures and information. 
 

 The Community Connect program is in full swing.  
Everyone is encouraged to create a profile today!  
Visit:  www.communityconnect.io/info/or-sutherlin  

Anheuser-Busch Provides Drinking Water 
through Grant Program 

 
The Sutherlin Fire Department was awarded a grant for one 
pallet of drinking water through the National Volunteer Fire 
Council/Anheuser-Busch Emergency Drinking Water for 
Wildland Firefighters Program. This water will be supplied 
to Sutherlin firefighters as they fight fires this summer as 
well as for firefighters that deploy across the State of 
Oregon on conflagration fires. Sutherlin Fire Department 
would like to thank the Anheuser-Busch Company, the 
National Volunteer Fire Council and Western Beverage for 
making this happen. 
 

Community Connect 
 

The Sutherlin Fire Department is always looking for 
ways to better serve the citizens in this community.  For 
this reason, we are rolling out a new program to protect 
or residents and their property in the most effective way 
possible.  Community Connect is a free, secure, and easy 
to use platform that allows you to share critical 
information about your household that will aid first 
responders and emergency response personnel when 
responding to your residence.  By providing what you 
feel is important information for firefighters to have at 
the time of an emergency, can ensure that you and 
everything you care about is protected to the best of their 
ability. 

Fire Chief, Mike Lane 

Pictured: Justin Standley, Ryland, Short, 
Hunter Pariani, and 

 Battalion Chief, Avery Hazzard 

http://www.dfpa.net/
http://www.communityconnect.io/info/or-sutherlin


 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR                             
   July 5th         City Hall Offices Closed  

   July 12th         City Council Meeting 7 p.m. - Civic Auditorium 

   July 16th & 17th      Sutherlin Stampede Rodeo – Rodeo Grounds 

    July 17th         Sutherlin Stampede Parade – Central Ave.  

   July 20th       Planning Commission Meeting 7 p.m. – Civic Auditorium 

                     
Visit Us At: 

WWW.CITYOFSUTHERLIN.COM 

Summer Fun in Sutherlin 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 

Reason to Keep Reading 
 

The C. Giles Hunt Memorial Library –  
Open for Summer 

 
“Children can lose over 20 percent of what they have 
learned by not reading in the summer.  Daily reading 
corresponds to growth.  This “summer slide” can be 
stopped if they continue to read during summer 
vacation.  The number one help for children with 
reading and math retention skills is having parents 
sitting down and reading with them.  So parents, 
encouraging our children to read and taking the time to 
read with them, pays big dividends.  We will have art 
activities available and reading recommendations.  We 
are so lucky to be open! 

      -Nancy Anderson 
 

Summer Reading Schedule: 
• Wednesday, June 23rd – Power of Plants with 

the Museum of Natural and Cultural History, 
1-3 p.m. 

• Wednesday, June 30th – Tie Dying T-Shirts 
with Victoria Carnate, 1-3 p.m. 

• Every Wednesday, July 7-28th – Art Lessons 
with Morgan Krepky, 1-3 p.m. 

Week 1: Pirate Treasure Map 
Week 2: Tiger Wind Sock 
Week 3: Paper Caterpillar 
Week 4: Flower Power Science Kit 

• Wednesdays, August 4,11,18th – STEM 
Lessons with Isaac Ashby, 1-3 p.m. 

Week 1: Wind Turbine 
Week 2: Mug Cakes 
Week 3: Maglev Trains 

 
Call 541-459-9161 for more information or online @ 
www.sutherlinlibrary.org  

Summer will be in full swing with the ‘Music off Central’ 
concert in the park music series.  The season begins with a 
special pre-concert event on July 16th with a parade at 7 p.m. 
and a movie at 8 p.m. in Central Park.  Throughout July and 
August, there will be four concerts on Friday nights with food 
trucks featuring culinary delights, or you can bring your own 
picnic.  The concerts are free to the public. 
 

July 23rd: Frank McCracken & The Firecrackers 

July 30th: Folk Town Boogie 

August 6th: We’re Not Elvis 

August 13th: Flashback 

 

Buckets of Fun! 

Works Department in June 2021 and the water works are 
ready for more ‘Summer Fun in Sutherlin’.  
 
Please remember, no animals are allowed in the playground 
or splash pad area. 
 

A new water feature was 
recently added to the 
Splash Pad in Central 
Park.  The installation of 
the Splash Pad, which 
opened in August of 2017, 
was the first of its kind in 
Douglas County.  It is 
1,000 square feet of fun 
and has provided children 
of all ages, relief from the 
heat of the summer.  The 
latest addition was 
installed by the Public 

    
     

    
   

  
 

http://www.cityofsutherlin.com/
http://www.sutherlinlibrary.org/

